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V. Sackville- West

 Aprolific (Z/=11) writer

* One of the Britain’s promising
young writers in the 1920s




About the author

1962), an English poet and novelist.

Born in Knole Castle, the seat of the
Sackville family from the time that
Queen Elizabeth | gave Knole to her
cousin, Lord Treasurer Thomas
Sackville.

A member of the Bloomsbury group
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Knole is an English stately home
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She was born In Knole Castle
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About the Author

Best known poem, The Land, was
awarded the Hawthornden prize in 1927.

Her poetry is traditional in form, |
reminiscent of the work of the English

nature poets of the age of romanticism.




About the Author

 She wrote her first ballads ({213 ) at the
age of 11.

» Between 1906 and 1910, she produced 8

novels and 8 plays.

* In 1913, she married the diplomat and

critic Harold Nicolson; they had two HAROLD
. . . NIC OLSON
children, Benedict Nicholson, the art | NORMAN ROSE |

critic, and Nigel Nicholson, the publisher.



About the Author

eHarold Nicolson admitted he had a

male lover. The marriage endured

despite their homosexual affairs.
e In 1923 Sackville-West was | v
Introduced to Virginia Virginia Woolf
Woolf (#B5F eI 7R3 ) |, and the two became

lovers.
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About the Author *LAROLD
NICOLSON
1886~1968
She won the Hawthornden Prize twice VITA
_ _ SACKVILLE~WEST |
(the only writer to do so) in 1927 18921962

Writers and Gardeners

and 1933.
In 1946 Sackville-West was made

lived here

a Companion of Honor (58 & f1§§2Zto those who make
great contributions to the U.K.) for her contribution to
literature.

Sackville-West died of cancer on June 2, 1962.

Her husband Harold Nicolson died six years later.
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About the Author

 Sackville-West believed in equal rights for women.

NIGEL NICOLSON
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About her novels

- She was a prolific writer, wrote 15 novels, as well as

biographies and travel books.

e She Is best remembered for her novels:

The Edwardians (1930)

All Passion Spent (1931)

Family History (1932)

Pepita (1937): depicted the story of her grandmother,

a Spanish dancer.



Well known novels

The Edwardians (1930)  All Passmn S ent (1931)
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About her Novels

The Edwardians (1930) % £ A

THE
* The Edwardians is a clear critique of the EDWARDAANS
Y ,.4 |

Edwardian aristocratic society as well as a

~

reflection of the author’s own childhood

experiences.



About her Novels

Vita Sackville-West gives insight into the everyday life of the upper
class of the Edwardian era. She describes the occasions where the
high society meets regularly, such as the glamorous (kA M)

parties, which are given every weekend, and the numerous
luncheons which take place during the week. The customs and free
time activities like playing cards are also mentioned. With this
presentation, however, Sackville-West reveals the majority of the

aristocracy and upper class as superficial and artificially constructed.



About her Novels

All Passion Spent (1931)

It is one of Sackville-West’s most popular
works and has been adapted for television by
the BBC.

This charming and gentle novel addresses
peoples’, especially women’s, control of their
own lives, a subject about which Sackville-

West was greatly concerned.
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Writing features

Stream of consciousness




Background

NG o lgIZPOJ‘[J
wn the Sea

No Signposts In the Sea

VITA SACKVILLE-WEST

The novel was written by
Sackville-West.

It was In the form of a journal
narrated by Edmund Carr.




Sackville-West's 1lIness

Sackville-West's cruise




Background

No efzgnPOJw
in the Sea
VITA SACKVILLE-WEST BN He[o)V/I RWERRTTES ol0 o] ISalTo Ny
G 1961. It was Vita Sackville-West’s

final novel before her death In
1962, and it was a fitting farewell.




Background

-

In the novel Edmund Carr also had a short time to live.
He decided to leave his job and took a Pacific cruise.

.

~

J

-

So, the cruise In the novel was based on the cruise that
Sackville-West took In 1959,

~




Background

The novel revealed Sackville-West’s opinions and thoughts
about love, marriage and ideal relationship: mutual respect,
Independence, and the same sense of values.




The Narrator of the No Signposts In the Sea

Who Is the narrator?

Edmund Carr, a middle aged journalist
who wrote political articles, a political

commentator




Warming-up:

1. Suppose one has been informed that his days
In the world are numbered, what do you think
one may choose to do as the best option?

2. What do you think is the value of living on the
earth ?

3. What’s your perception of happiness?



A study of the title

* What 1s the general function of a “signpost™?

A post supporting a sign that has information or directions; an

Indication, a sign, or a guide.
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Text Analysis

« Part1 (Para. 1-2):

It Is an introduction to the setting and all the three
characters and their relationship of the story, “I” —
Edmund Carr; Laura, and Colonel Dalrymple.
Edmund admires Laura and loves her secretly;

Colonel Dalrymple could be his possible rival.



Information from Para 1

What can we know from the first paragraph?

First, Carr sits somewhere far from Laura, and IS a secret
admirer of Laura / in surreptitious (#2547, HZ 714 ove
with, an inward love on Laura. But we don t know
whether Carr dare express his love bravely, only love
Laura In secret.

Second, Carr Is different from what he used to be,
because In the past, he never paid any attention to
women s dressing, but he now is much impressed by how
Laura is dressing.

Third, Laura is a distinctive person, different from others,
esp. In her dressing.

Fourth, Carr’s profession



1. Inthe dining saloon I sit at a table with three other men; Laura
sits some way off with a married couple and their daughter.

1) Saloon vs salon

* Saloon: a large comfortable room where passengers on a ship can
sit and relax; pub ¥IE, KT, AIHKIT

« Salon:
* barbershop; a beauty salon

- afashion salon
a literary / art salon

2) way off: (an American expression meaning) far from where you
are.

e.g. | heard the bells from way off. &
Some way off: at a distance ... 5—ERIEE
e.g. So she sat some way off, weeping bitterly.




3. | can observe her without her knowing, and this gives me pleasure, for it is
as In a moving picture that | can note the grace of her gestures, whether she
raises a glass of wine to her lips or turns with a remark to one of her
neighbours or takes a cigarette from her case with those slender fingers.

1) What can we infer from this sentence? (deeply attracted by the beauty of
Laura; )

2) What characterizes the sentence structure and the use of words?

--long sentence; loose sentence (easy to follow, the main information
comes first. )

--detailed description of Laura’s gestures

3) What does the loose sentence suggest? (create an enjoyable and relaxing
atmosphere; so attracted by the beauty of Laura that | cannot move my
eyes away from her. )

4) The din of..., of... of.... is continuous and makes you dizzy.



4. | have never had much of an eye for noticing the clothes of
women:

1) | have never paid much attention to nor have ever had a
keen appreciation of the clothes of women.

2) have an eye for : to have the ability to see, judge and
understand clearly; to have a keen appreciation of

eg: | respect his judgment where art is concerned. He has an eye
for a good painting.

| do not have an eye for artistic details and that is why | have
been keeping silent.



5. ...but I get the impression that Laura is always in grey and white by day,
looking cool when other people are flushed and shiny in the tropical heat; in
the evening she wears soft rich colours, dark red, olive green, midnight blue,
always of the most supple flowing texture.

1) Again, very detailed description of Laura’s dress. —love and affection for
Laura.

2) Laura is unique, different from others. She is always wearing grey and
white clothes. Other people’s faces look hot and shiny in the hot tropical
climate because of the heat and sweat.

-flushed: (esp. of the face) reddened (as from heat, embarrassment or guilt
or shame or modesty)
Her face was flushed with anger.
3) She wears soft rich colours: Metonymy. The word ‘colours’ stands for
clothes of these colours.

rich colours: deep, intense colours such as dark red, olive green and
midnight blue (very dark blue).

4) supple flowing texture: flexible, smooth texture, such as satin, silk. ZZ/Ii

pimic



« The word rich conveys various meanings when applied to
modify different objects, e.qg.

a rich banquet ( luxurious, sumptuous )

rich wine ( full of strength and flavour ) ZU¥, K H
rich soil ( fertile, yielding in abundance )

a rich mine ( producing in abundance )

a rich prize ( worth much, valuable ) 57 2 {2 5,




6. | ventured to say something of the kind to her, when she laughed at my clumsy
compliment and said I had better take to writing fashion articles instead of political
leaders.( | expressed my opinion, expecting her to laugh at me.)

1) venture: to express ( an opinion ) at the risk of criticism, objection, denial
e.g. Upon the irresponsible taxation he does venture to speak plainly.
Don't ask," he said, whenever Ginny ventured to raise the subject.
2) clumsy: not elegant or graceful in expression
e.g. a clumsy apology
My clumsy answer hurt her feelings.
3) compliment: a remark (or act) expressing praise and admiration.
e.g. | was embarrassed by their compliment.
He complimented her on her new dress without even looking at it. flli£E%&
HPBCE R, PR AR AT A AR
4) take to doing sth: to begin doing something regularly:
e.g. Sandra has taken to getting up early to go jogging.

5) political leader: (journalism) leading articles, political editorials.



Para. 2: His acquaintance with the Colonel, and the release from work
pressure probably under Laura’s unconscious influence, make him

have a reflection on his life in the past.

1. The tall Colonel whose name is Dairymple seems a nice chap. He
and | and Laura and a Chinese woman improbably called Mme
Merveille have made up a Bridge-four and thus beguile ourselves
for an hour or so after dinner while others dance on deck.

1) Heand I and Laura--- He and Lauraand |  deviation —
implication/ special purpose; shield

2) a Chinese woman improbably called Mme Merveille: A Chinese
woman with a French name. That’s something hard to imagine,

unlikely to happen.
Mme: Madame, French title for a married woman, also used before
names of married women who are not British or American, e.qg.

Madame Sun Yat-sen.



3) beqguile ourselves: pass our time pleasantly
beguile: to cause (time) to pass without being noticed ¥H &
if IR attract [

e.g. They beguiled themselves in playing the basketball.
We beguiled the time by telling each other jokes on the
way to the town.

The travelers were beguiled by the beauty of the
landscapes.




2. The Colonel, who is not too offensively an Empire-builder, sometimes tries
to talk to me about public affairs.

1) In Carr’s eyes, Empire-builders are all aggressive people causing offence
and disgust. But this one ( a military officer sent to the colonies ) is not so
bad.

The Colonel, an Empire-builder who is not too disgustingly aggressive,
sometimes tries to talk to me about public affairs.

2) public affairs

Issues, questions, and responses involving social, economic, governmental,
military, scientific, or corporate activities that are of concern to the people
at large.

NIRRT WREIRZHAROKf 2 &FF BUN. 3. B
ANV R, ) R[] v



3. He says he used to read me, and is rather charmingly deferential,
prefacing his remarks by ‘Of course it’s not for me to suggest to
you... and then proceeding to tell me exactly how he thinks some
topical item of our domestic or foreign policy should be handled.

1) read me: Metonymy. Me stands for books or articles written by me.
¢.g. I like Shakespeare. (Shakespeare’s works)
2) deferential: polite and respectful to others
g. She is always extremely deferential to anyone in authority. i

ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂzki e AR AL
3) prefacing his remark: beginning his remark

4) Topical is used to describe something that concerns or relates to
events that are happening at the present time.

e.g. The magazine's aim is to discuss topical issues in a sensible way.
INF ¥ A topical news




4. He is by no means stupid or ill-informed; a little opinionated/obstinate
perhaps, and just about as far to the Right as anybody could go, but I like
him, and try not to tease him by putting forward views which would only
bring a puzzled look to his face.

1) Heis not at all stupid or ignorant.

(ill-informed, ill means badly, imperfectly, wrongly, improperly, e.g. ill-
advised, ill-bred, ill-considered, ill-defined, ill-mannered)

2) just about as far to the Right as anybody could go: just about as
conservative as anybody could be; extremely conservative politically.

Political parties or people

The Right: The people and groups who advocate the adoption of conservative
or reactionary measures, especially in government and politics. Also called
right wing

The Left: The people and groups who advocate liberal, often radical measures
to effect change in the established order, especially in politics, usually to
achieve the equality, freedom, and well-being of the common citizens of a
state.



3) try not to tease him by putting forward views which would
only bring a puzzled look to his face:

Carr knew if he put forward some liberal views, the
conservative Colonel would look puzzled. Personally he liked
the Colonel, so he didn’t want to make fun of him.



5. Besides, | do not want to become involved in discussion. |
observe with amusement how totally the concerns of the world,
which once absorbed me to the exclusion of all else except an
occasional relaxation with poetry or music, have lost interest
for me even to the extent of a bored distaste.

1) I was once so completely absorbed in the important affairs of
the world that | devoted all my attention, time and energy to
them and only occasionally did | allow myself a little rest by
reading poetry or listening to music. Yet now these world
problems no longer hold any interest for me. Actually, | dislike
them and they bore me now. | feel quite amused as | watch
how this dramatic change in perspective is taking place.

P R I, B ol % BRAE R AE RS SR IE SR — R Ah, —D
BRI A R FHIAEADGERIATORI, 1 H R EZ 2] 12 NG

Lo 78



2) concern: a matter of interest or importance
3) to the exclusion of : so as to keep out, leave out, excluding

For example:
* He spent his spare time gardening, to the exclusion of all other

interest. {3 S RIEHARZ LT, WEAR A HANZ L,

*All editorials were about the general election to the exclusion of all

other topics.
*He was advised to study English literature to the exclusion of all

other subjects.

4) to the extent of a bored distaste: to such an extent or degree
that they give me a bored distaste



6. Doubtless some instinct impels me gluttonously to cram these
the last weeks of my life with the gentler things | never had

time for, releasing some suppressed inclination which in fact
was always latent.

1) some instinct impels me gluttonously to cram these the last
weeks of my life with the gentler things | never had time for :

Perhaps because | know my days are numbered, | am
Impelled by instinct to enjoy myself to the full with more
refined, pleasant and softer things ( as compared with writing

political leaders and so on ) which | never had time to enjoy
In the past.

e gluttonously to cram: eating like a glutton(7x 1z %), too

much and greedily; greedily filling his life with the gentler
things
i %ﬁﬁ%é%ﬁ ZRBER R — R A RBIELHF S RF



6. Doubtless some instinct impels me gluttonously to cram these the
last weeks of my life with the gentler things | never had time for,
releasing some suppressed inclination which in fact was always
latent.

2) releasing some suppressed inclination which in fact was always latent:

« allowing my likings and wishes to show themselves, setting free my
likings and wishes, which had always existed but had been ignored and
suppressed

« inclination: liking, wish
— She has no inclination to be an actress.

— You must think of our feelings instead of following your own
Inclinations.

® |atent: potentially existing but not presently evident or realized

--  We must take measures to control the latent disease germs. F A4
R HRCAA it A2 61| T AR R T

--  Within everyone there was a latent volcano of unhappiness and

discontent. FE BN N O #HAE — BRI IR E A EHE S5 AT I Kl

Bk Al ka2 EME—ABRKER T STHRE,



7. Or maybe Laura’s unwitting influence has called it out.

1) Or maybe my suppressed inclination has been brought out
under Laura’s unconscious (unintentional) influence.
2) unwitting: unconscious/ unintentional
e.g. Please forgive his unwitting insult. 7 J& 15 th 76 & 11155
FHo
She is their unwitting accomplice. fth 76 & H1 A% 1 HBATTH

X



Revision:
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No Signpost In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Paras 3-4)



Para 3: What Carr used to be like.

1. Dismissive as a Pharisee, | regarded as moonlings all those whose
life was lived on a less practical plane.

1) dismissive: showing indifference or disregard H PLAR) . 40
[ REALEY

e.g. He signed his disapproval with a dismissive hand gesture. it

MR FHRIRA R .

2) Pharisee: Pharisee: member of a Jewish religious sect (from about
120BC.) They were more puritanical than the other sects; term
now applied to a hypocritical or overrighteous person.
IERIFEN, PURFA—IR, AT EsRE S OARAE, XM
RESRPRZ 7R L EAFRN A D, BEH
X, MWAEFERANZ S5tind, WmEARZ 3R



3) moonlings: inhabitants of the moon (impractical inhabitants)

ling: suffix of nouns, often pejorative (JIz X 1#]) , denoting a person or

thing connected with a group, activity, or status.

hireling: a person whose services may be hired; J&& L.

underling: a person of low rank or position in relation to another, such as a
servant and also used to form diminutives.Z8 ~, TJ&

4) on a less practical plane: more spiritual or less concerned with practical
things

e.g. We felt we were living life on several different planes.
The talks between the two countries will be held on a higher plane.

9 ] 22 TR PRI R R B v — 3T

5) I was as puritanical as a Pharisee and | viewed with contempt all those
who lived a less practical life than my own and regarded them as
Impractical inhabitants on the moon.



2. Protests about dama%e to ‘natural beauty’ froze me with contempt, for I believed
In progress and could spare no regrets for a lake dammed into hydraulic use for
the benefit of an industrial city inthe Midlands.

1) freeze: to make or keep motionless, or stiff, unable to show one’s feelings
e.g. He froze the little girls with his stern gaze. ZEAth ™ J5 IV EM T, Z#ZA11—
AT
We all froze at the sight of the snake.

2) spare no regrets for ... ; feel no regrets at all for

3) a lake dammed into hydraulic use: A dam is built on a lake in order to make use
of its water power.

4) Midlands: a region in West Central England, around Birmingham.

5) I was not moved by the protests about damage to ‘ natural beauty * and I viewed
them with great contempt. Believing in practicality and materialism, Carr
disagreed with those who protested that industrialization had spoiled the natural
beauty of the world.

X MRy K B8 2 538 SRR T i, aesh T, Hmiz
5, PUOSEAR G HED . WA BRI DYLE A o BB X Dy — o2 TV 3 7 7K 77 75 22
sitRy T (YR MlEp Ea bu:g



3. And so it was for all things.
And this was my view on all things; and that is how | looked at all things.
4. A hard materialism was my creed, accepted as a law of progress;
1) | firmly believed in uncompromising materialism which in my opinion
represented the law of human progress.
2) hard: firm and definite; uncompromising %X i)

3) materialism: the doctrine that comfort, pleasure, and wealth are the only or
highest goals or values; the tendency to be more concerned with material than
with spiritual or intellectual goals or values. ¥ J5i &£ F 3 X

4) creed: statement of belief, principles, opinions on any subject.

e.g. The laws apply to everyone irrespective of race, creed or colour. y2:/31& F

THAERNA MR Sk,



5. any ascription of disinterested motives aroused not only my suspicion but
my scorn.

1) ascription: the act of ascribing (assigning sth. to a supposed cause, source); a
statement that ascribes. HA, H)&E

e.g. You should not ascribe your failure to bad luck.
Bk PRI EED T FAth— B LSRRI S B
Family means some ascription for the young as well as the elder. & i 52

SRR N 2 2 N EWRE T )E.

2) disinterested: not influenced by personal interest or selfish motives; impartial;
unbiased. TLRAKHT A FHI. A1ERY
e.g. The judge gave a disinterested verdict. ¥EEAEH T 2 1E#H

3) When people claimed that they protested against damaging the natural beauty
out of unselfish motives, | suspected them and viewed them with contempt. |
not only disbelieved people when they said they did things out of unselfish
motives, | also held them in contempt.



Para.4. What Carr is like now.

1. And now see how I stand, as sentimental and sensitive as any old maid doing
water-colours of sunsets!

Just imagine how | have changed now. Here | stand, sentimental and
sensitive, like an old unmarried woman painting a water-colour picture of
sunset.

1) sentimental: having or showing tender, gentle, or delicate feelings,
especially in an excessive or exaggerated or affected way.
2)sensitive: having or showing keen sensibility, highly responsive intellectually.
3) sentimental and sensitive: alliteration
4) old maid: a woman, especially an old woman, who has never married.

Old maids are supposed to be sentimental and sensitive.



2. | once flattered myself that | was an adult man; | now perceive
that I am gloriously and adolescently silly.

1) flatter oneself that: to hold the self-satisfying or self-deluding
belief that... H v, HLLyZ

2) gloriously: (colloquial) delightfully, enjoyably

3) adolescent: youthful, immature.

Paraphrase: | once deluded myself (ZEZ%) that | was an adult
man, mature, but now | see that | am delightfully and childishly
silly.

H—EUNE S EEAEIN, BER RKERG R ELHE.




3. Anew Clovis, loving what | have despised, and suffering from calf-love into
the bargain, | want my fill of beauty before | go.

1) Clovis (465-511): referring to the savage pagan (F#ifE, FFFBHAE)
king of the Franks, who was later converted to Christianity and became a gentle
Christian monarch. 70i&4E, A=W E T, 47641 % S E KT, SR T
o, HB—EENTEIEYE, B SIS IR AR YR 2 U RO X .

Here Carr describes himself as a new Clovis, who was later converted to
Christianity. I am like a new Clovis, loving what | used to despise.

2) suffering from calf-love into the bargain: moreover experiencing the pain of
puppy love

« calf-love: immature love that adolescent boys and girls may feel for each
other; puppy love. The narrator, Carr uses this word probably to imply that
he had never truly been in love before he met Laura.

* Into the bargain: in addition, moreover



3) I want my fill of beauty before | go.

* Before I die, I want to enjoy beauty to my heart’s content; to enjoy as much as

| can.
* euphemism: before | go—nbefore I die.

4. Geographically | did not care and scarcely know where | am. There are no
signposts in the sea.

There are no signposts in the sea. This is a summary sentence. The implication is
there’s nothing to guide one’s mind on the sea; there’s nothing to stop one’s

Imagination.



No Signpost In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Paras 5-6)



Para 5: unfamiliar peace of the body and the purification of the soul in the
moonlight

1. The young moon lies on her back tonight as is her habit in the tropics, and as,
| think, is suitable if not seemly for a virgin:

1) Personification. The moon which has just risen lies on her back, which is her
habit in the tropics, and | think the way the young moon lies is suitable if not
proper for a virgin.

Here the narrator personifies the moon, describing it as a beautiful virgin.

2) seemly: proper, fitting, as regarded by conventional standards of
conduct or good taste. 15 21
e.g. Friendly relations should keep a seemly distance . i& 24 ##H &5 72 AN Frag
iR EER R .
We will call at a more seemly time. FAI & 7E 5 @& & I BE R FEUTHT .



2. Not a star but might not shoot down and accept the invitation to become
her lover.

Every single star might come down quickly and accept the invitation to
become her lover.

1) Pay attention to the writer’s choice of words here. ‘shoot down’ means

‘ come down quickly’ , which implies that the young moon is so beautiful
that the stars cannot wait to come down to see her.  “Not a star but might
not...” can achieve a much more emphatic effect.

2) but: adv. used for emphasis.



3. When all my fellow-passengers have finally dispersed to bed, | creep up again to
the deserted deck and slip into the swimming pool and float, no longer what people
believe me to be, a middle-aged journalist taking a holiday on an ocean-going liner,
but a liberated being, bathed in mythological waters, an Endymion young and
strong, with a god for his father and a vision of the world inspired from Olympus.

1) dispersed to bed: went to bed in their own cabins.
disperse: go in different directions; scatter
e.g. The wind dispersed the cloud from the sky.
The police fired into the air in an attempt to disperse the crowd.

1) 1 come up stealthily again to the empty deck and slip into the swimming pool
and let myself float in the water freely. At this moment | am not a middle-aged
journalist that people believe me to be spending a holiday on an ocean-going
liner. 1 have now become a liberated person, bathed in magic waters, and | feel
| am like Endymion, a young and strong youth who has a god for his father and
gifted with the power to see the world given by gods at Olympus.



3) a liberated being, bathed in mythological waters

* liberated being: a human being freed from all worries, mental pressures,
human frailties, etc.

*mythological waters: magic waters, that appear in Greek mythology,
such as the Lethe (i5277]) |, the river of forgetfulness whose water
produced loss of memory in those who drank of it;

Here the narrator uses this allusion because he feels he has become
iIncapable of envy, ambition, malice, etc. while floating in the swimming
pool, as if the pool had changed him completely by a miracle just like
mythological waters.



4) an Endymion, young and strong :

In Greek mythology, Endymion was loved by Selene (ZEHVE) | the
goddess of the moon, who visited him every night while he lay asleep in a
cave on Mount Latmus in Caria; she bore him 50 daughters.

A common form of the myth represents Endymion as having been put to
sleep by Selene herself so that she might enjoy his beauty undisturbed.



5) with a god for his father and a vision of the world inspired from Olympus.

* Olympus: mountain range in northern Greece; home of the Gods in Greek

mythology.
ARMNAL, I — X BARVT i o i I B 0 48 1 57 ) AR

4. All weight is lifted from my limbs; I am one with the night;
| feel that I am weightless and totally absorbed by the night (completely
Integrated with the night; become part of the night; to be at peace with the

night)

5. I understand the meaning of pantheism.
Pantheism is the religious belief that God is in everything in nature and the
universe. 7 7 il &2 N2 A8 B K, ANATTFEREN IR, B4 B SR I R AR
WS — AL RSO, R I A Jis A AC 28 25 Mo R 88 3E 44 i

| understand why people worship many objects as their gods. The narrator
Implies that man is passing and transient, while Nature, the objective world, is

lasting.



7

How my friends would laugh if they knew | had come this!
How my friends would laugh if they knew | had changed to such an extent.

This is explained in the following sentence.

To have discarded, as | believe, all usual frailties, to have become incapable

of envy, ambition, malice, the desire to score off my neighbour, to enjoy this
purification as | enjoy the clean voluptuousness of the warm breeze on my skin

and the cool support of the water.

1) discarded...all usual frailties: got rid of all moral weaknesses usually found

In a person, such as envy, malice, etc.
malice: the desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to others. 3% &; the
intent to commit an unlawful act or cause harm without legal
justification or excuse. & &= A
e.g. a verbal attack motivated by pure malice.
ruin her reputation and did it with malice.

2) incapable of: not allowing or admitting
3) score off my neighbour: defeat my neighbour in competitions. Gain some

advantage over my neighbour



7. To have discarded, as | believe, all usual frailties, to have become incapable
of envy, ambition, malice, the desire to score off my neighbour, to enjoy this
purification as I enjoy the clean voluptuousness of the warm breeze on my skin
and the cool support of the water.

4) enjoy the purification: enjoy the purification of the soul—the state of being
free from all those moral weaknesses.

5) the clean voluptuousness of the warm breeze on my skin: transferred
epithet; the sensual delight, pleasure produced by the clean warm breeze
brushing against my skin.

6) the cool support of the water: transferred epithet. The support of the cool
water.

EEERXERNIGRL, TKFEAR s RGBT B i, FRARME B R 2R
32 7T, E5F T UNEEIMREE S, BEASEY, BEEL, &
%R, 55,



8. Thus, I imagine, must the pious feel cleansed on leaving the confessional
after the solemnity of absolution.

1) I imagined devoted religious people must feel as clean and pure as | do
now when they leave the solemn confessional after gaining pardon of their
sins.

2) The pious: the pious people, who show religious devotion and are zealous in
the performance of religious obligations.

3) The confessional: a small, enclosed place in a church, where a priest hears
confessions.

4) absolution(429E. #HE): a remission of sin; specifically, in the Roman
Catholic Church, such remission is formally given by a priest.

FAEG, A R ) FAEAE A ™ R I G B THATH EA, d A0
RAGENFAL RS — € Wi R BB A DT



Para 6: Happiness with Laura to look at the sea by day or at night.

1. Sometimes Laura and | lean over the taffrail, and that is happiness.
taffrail: the railing around the stern of a ship i BT

2. It may be by daylight, looking at the sea, rippled with little white ponies, or
with no ripples at all but only the lazy satin of blue, marbled at the edge where

the passage of our ship has disturbed it.

1) rippled with little white ponies: White ponies ( small horses ) are a
metaphor referring to the spray of breaking waves.

2) the lazy satin of blue: the slow, smooth blue waters like a piece of satin.

3) marbled at the edge... has disturbed it: When our ship passes, it disturbs the
slow, smooth blue waters as if cutting it into two. At the edge, there are
streaks of white sea spray and blue or green waters. They resemble marble.

HUDL T B TG A B RIRAE, I TP S 58 7 — IR s g
s i, Sea WA BRI AR, HAT EATHIF M B 2 A Az e —
TETE A0 R PR AT RS



3. Or it may be at night, when the sky surely seems blacker than ever at home and
the stars more golden.

Or it may be at night, when the sky surely seems blacker and the stars more
golden because the air here is much cleaner than at home ( in England ) : The air
Is not polluted, and there is no fog on the sea.

4. | recall a phrase from the diary of a half-literate soldier, ‘The stars seemed little
cuts in the black cover, through which a bright beyond was seen.’

Simile is used in this sentence.

beyond: whatever is beyond or far away.

5. sometimes these untaught scribblers have a way of putting things: Sometimes
these uneducated people who write carelessly know how to describe things,
express ideas.
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No Signposts In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Paras 7-9)



Paragraph 8: A description of the coastline with diverse features

1. Sometimes we follow a coastline, it may be precipitous bluffs of grey limestone rising
sheer out of the sea, or a low-lying arid stretch with miles of white sandy beach, and
no sign of habitation, very bleached and barren.

1) it may be precipitous bluffs of grey limestone rising sheer out of the sea: The
coast may be high, steep cliffs of grey limestone, rising steeply out of the sea.
precipitous: very steep. e.g. a precipitous mountain path.
bluff: cliff

2) alow-lying arid stretch with miles of white sandy beach:
arid: lacking sufficient water or rainfall; dry e.g. an arid climate
stretch: a large and unbroken expanse  e.g. a stretch of clear water, a
stretch of highway.

3) With no sign of habitation: with no sigh that the place is inhabited



1. Sometimes we follow a coastline, it may be precipitous bluffs of grey
limestone rising sheer out of the sea, or a low-lying arid stretch with miles
of white sandy beach, and no sign of habitation, very bleached and barren.

4)  very bleach and barren: alliteration
bleach: white, colourless
barren: not producing crops or fruit; barren soil, barren hills.

5) Two kinds of views:
*precipitous bluffs rising sheer out of the sea
*a low-lying arid stretch with miles of white sandy beach

A, BATHIAC GG I R ENUAT o I A2 AT A SRR T AL R 2K U
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2. These coasts remind me of people; either they are forbidding and unapproachable,
or else they present no mystery and show all they have to give at a glance; you feel
the country would continue to be flat and featureless however far you penetrated
Inland.

1) These coasts remind me of people: Coasts—people : similarities.
2)  forbidding: looking dangerous, threatening or disagreeable

3) These coasts remind me of people; either they are forbidding and
unapproachable, or else they present no mystery and show all they have to give
at a glance: Analogy . The author compares the sheer steep cliffs to forbidding,
unapproachable people, and the barren open sandy beach to people who have
nothing to reveal.

4) featureless: without any special characteristics.



Analogy

* Analogy is also a form of comparison, but unlike simile or metaphor, which
usually concentrates on one point of resemblance, analogy draws a parallel
between unlike things that have several common qualities or points of
resemblance. ( things are alike in several/many respects)

« The function of analogy differs also from that of simile or metaphor. While the
latter figures serve to heighten effect *with vivid imagery, analogy is chiefly
used for the purpose of persuasion or for the explanation or exposition of an
Idea.

* It is an effective way to make the abstract concrete. There is emotional impact in
the analogy that is lacking in the abstract argument.




4. Analogy
1) cliffs—people look stern, forbidding, unapproachable
2) the barren open sandy beach —pcople have nothing to reveal

5. What I like best are the stern cliffs, with ranges of mountains soaring behind
them, full of possibilities, peaks to be scaled only by the most daring.

1) stern: sharp; something difficult to do.

2) with ranges of mountains soaring behind them, full of possibilities, peaks
to be scaled only by the most daring: Behind the stern cliffs, rising high
into the sky are ranges of mountains and peaks which only the most daring
people climb. These mountains may have all kinds of beautiful things
hidden in them, things that cannot be seen from outside. For instance, one
may find some strange species of plants or animals there.

3) scale: to climb up a steep surface, such as a wall or the side of a mountain,
often using special equipment:

e.g. The prisoner scaled the high prison wall and ran off.



5. What plants of the high altitudes grow unravished among their crags and
valleys?

1) high altitudes: high place, region
altitude: the height of a thing above the earth’s surface or above sea level.
It means a high place or region when used in the plural form.

2) grow unravished among crags and valleys: grow unharmed among the
rocky crags or deep in the valleys. The word unravished is used

figuratively.
ravish: to take or carry away by force; to rape (a woman)
crag: a steep rock or cliff



6. So do I let my imagination play over the recesses of Laura’s character, so
austere in the foreground but nurturing what treasures of tenderness, like
delicate flowers, for the discovery of the venturesome.

1) So do I let my imagination play over the recesses of Laura’s character: In
the same way | let myself freely imagine what the innermost part of
Laura’s character presents.

2) recess: (often plural) a secluded, withdrawn, or inner place, e.g. the
recesses of the forests, the recesses of the subconscious, the innermost
recesses of the heart.

3) so austere in the foreground but nurturing what treasures of tenderness ,
like delicate flowers, for the discovery of the venturesome: (She looks ) so
severe outwardly, but inwardly she is full of tenderness—tenderness like
delicate flowers waiting for the daring to discover.



/. the cliffs —Laura

stern/austere

*mountains and peaks — stern
— mysterious things
—to be scaled by the most daring

*Laura— austere
—profound feelings of tenderness
—secrets to be discovered only by the courageous

This is another instance of analogy. The author is comparing the cliffs to Laura.
Both look stern at first glance. Behind the cliffs there are mountains and peaks
whose crags and valleys present mysterious things. And Laura, serious though
she may look, has a deep reserve and profound feelings of tenderness in the
recesses of her character. The mysterious peaks are to be scaled by the most
daring. Similarly only the courageous can discover the secrets in the innermost
place of Laura’s heart.



Para 8-9: Narrator is different from other passengers.

1. My fellow-passengers do not share my admiration: It is
obvious that my fellow-passengers do not admire the stern
cliffs as | do.

1. ‘Drearee sorter cowst,” said an Australian. ‘Makes you long
for a bit of green.’
The coast Is so grey and barren that one wants very much to
see a bit of green things.



1. BEUE A% 22 (precipitous bluffs); 2. &4k 1 2 (rise sheer); 3.
b AR 47 B9 HE (low-lying stretch with miles of...); 4.
T N 328 (no sign of habitation); 5. 1351 7 (bleached and
barren); 6. & NEEMAR. MHELLFZIT (forbidding and
unapproachable); 7. JGHAR] [2(present no mystery); 8.2 £ Ui
Bt (stern cliffs) ; 9. %471 1L ik (ranges of mountains);  10.
S AW 2B 1 1L & (peaks to be scaled); 11, R#EALER (FEYD)
(grow unravished); 12. IEEEF1H4 4 5 (among crags and
valleys); 13. JR R HAZ IR AL I HA % (play over the recesses of
one’s character); 14. 2K [l = ¥4 % (austere in the foreground);

15. 25 & F E LR IE B (nurture treasures of tenderness);  16.
5045 IR AE 2= (like a delicate flower)
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No Signposts In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Paras 11-17)



Paragraph 11:

Darkness falls, and there is nothing but the intermittent gleam of lighthouse on a
solitary promontory.

1. intermittent: stopping and starting at irregular intervals

e.g. They saw the intermittent gleams from a lighthouse.
fATE W 7T 8 R —IN—KEDE,
She suffered from intermittent headache. Hih 25 8] & 14 LI

gleam: a flash of light [Nk 06

e.g. | could see the faint gleam of light in the distance. & B&E WLzt AL 55 K
K1t
A gleam of interest in the matter came into her eyes. it ) HR i B 5. 25 H

2L ISR R AR

2. a solitary promontory: a lonely headland, a cape; a natural elevation (especially
a rocky one that juts out into the sea) ¥ ffi



Para 12-17: The Colonel’s witty remarks and rich knowledge made Carr
learn and reflect on sth.

1. We rounded just such a cape towards sunset, the most easterly point of a
continent, dramatically high and lonely, a great purple mountain overhung by
a great purple cloud.

1) dramatically: strikingly; impressively

2) a great purple mountain overhung by a great purple cloud: There was

a big purple cloud over a large purple mountain.

el

H¥&IS 7, BATHIMGRIGE SeId IX R — AN A, BT —BeRP H e R, & — PRI R
BRRORL, WEEERF RO EE.

2. The sea had turned to a corresponding dusk of lavender.
The color of the sea had changed into a dim purple which was in harmony
with the color of the sky and the surroundings. ¥ 7K tHAH N HIAR B 1 1 St

corresponding: accompanying AHM. ), — 2]
e.g. All rights carry with them corresponding responsibilities.



3. Aloof on the top, the yellow light revolved, steady, warning; | wondered
what mortal controlled it, in what must be one of the loneliest, most
forbidding spots on Earth.

1) aloof: remote in manner; i), 21
e.g. She had always kept herself aloof from the boys in class. & — B/
PE 5 A S R RS I P O 2R

2) mortal: a human being, person, a being that will die eventually.



4. Haunted too, for many wrecks had piled up on the reefs in the past, when
there was no beacon to guide them.

1) haunted: frequented by ghosts

2) wreck: a ship that has sunk or is so badly damaged that it cannot sail;
goods or wreckage cast ashore after a shipwreck.

3) reef: a line of sharp rocks made of coral, or raised area of sand near the
surface of the sea. B fiiE

e.g. The ship was wrecked on a reef.

4) beacon: a special tower with a bright light, or a floating object that sends
signals, used to warn boats that they are near the shore.



Para 13-16: Conversation with the Colonel .

1. The Colonel joined us. ‘How would you care for that man’s job?” he
said.

-- ‘I suppose he gets relieved every so often?’

1) 1suppose he gets relieved every so often: | guess sometimes somebody
else replaces him so that he is set free from the post to take a rest.

2) get relieved: to have the job taken away, especially when the job is
something one does not want to do or is too heavy.

3) every so often: sometimes, but not often



2. “On the contrary, he refuses ever to leave. He 1s an Italian, and he
has been there for years and years, with a native woman for his only

company. Most people would think him crazy, but | must say | find it
refreshing to think there are still a few odd fish left in the world.

1) 1 find it refreshing to think there are still a few odd fish left in the world:
| feel comfortable when | think that there are still a few odd people left in
the world (who are willing to do the jobs people usually hate doing. )

2) An odd fish or queer fish: (British English) (old-fashioned) someone
who is slightly strange or crazy.



Para 17:
1. This is the unexpected kind of remark that makes me like the Colonel,

there is a touch of rough poetry about him.

1) touch: a very small amount or degree; a trace, etc.
2) poetry: quality of beauty, grace, deep feeling
3) about somebody: in the character of a person
e.g. There is a touch of humor about the speaker.
There was a sense of mystery about the unknown visitor.
There is a feeling of calm about her.

A KU R IR NS



Para 17:

2. | also like the out-of-the-way information which he imparts from time to time
without insistence; he has travelled much, and has used his eyes and kept his ear
open.

1) 1 also like the out-of-the-way information which he imparts from time to time
without insistence out-of-the-way information: | also like the unusual
information he conveys to me from time to time without speaking emphatically.

*out-of-the-way: unusual e.g. He had the most out-of-the-way sense of humour.

*Impart: transmit (knowledge or skill)

e.g. One of a teacher’s aims is to impart knowledge. ZUMHI1EH 2 — @& 5
Ho

2) ... and has used his eyes and kept his ear open: He has observed carefully and
learnt much from what he has heard.



Para 17:

3. | have discovered also that he knows quite a lot about sea birds; he puts me right
about the different sorts of gull, and tells me very nicely that that couldn’t possibly
be an albatross, not in these waters.

1) he puts me right about the different sorts of gull: He corrects me about the
different kinds of gulls.

2) ...and tells me very nicely that that couldn’t possibly be an albatross, not in these
waters. He tells me in a way that is not offensive that the sea bird couldn’t
possibly be an albatross, for albatrosses are not found in these waters.
Albatrosses are the largest sea birds with a wingspan of over 3.5m, found
generally in the southern hemisphere.



Albatross: the largest sea birds with a wingspan of over 3.5m,
found generally in the southern hemisphere.

%S 6073182 4#PE (wwwredocn.com) EEHEE



Para 17:
4. The albatross, it appears, follows a ship only to a certain latitude and then turns
back; it knows how far it should go and no farther. How wise is the albatross!

The albatross does not follow a ship all the way but just to a certain latitude and
then turns back, knowing how far it should go and not beyond. This bird’s wise
behavior reminds the narrator of human behavior.

5. We might all take a lesson from him, knowing the latitude we can permit
ourselves.

We human beings ought to learn from the wise bird, knowing how far we can allow
ourselves to go; knowing how much freedom of conduct we can allow ourselves to
have. Here the word 'latitude’, used figuratively, which means freedom of opinion,

conduct, action, etc.



Para 17:
6. Thus, and no farther, can | follow Laura.

Like the albatross, | should know how far | can go and | can follow Laura no
farther. What he implies is that there is a limit to his relationship with Laura, and
that he should not allow himself to go beyond that limit. This reveals the narrator’s
feeling torn between love of Laura and his acknowledgement that she is
unattainable for him.

7. I suspect also that there 1s quite a lot of lore stored away in the Colonel’s
otherwise not very interesting mind.
1) I suspect there 1s quite a lot of knowledge stored away in the Colonel’s mind,
which is not interesting except for that.

2) lore: knowledge or wisdom, especially of an unscientific kind, about a certain
subject.

¢.g. a countryman’s weather lore
3) otherwise: except for what has just been mentioned.
e.g. He was tired but otherwise in good health.



8. Laura likes him too, and although | prefer having her to myself
[ don’t really

resent it when he lounges up to make a third.

| prefer being with her alone, just the two of us, but do not feel
angry or upset when the Colonel comes in a relaxed manner to
join us.

1) resent: to feel angry or upset.

2) lounge up: to stand, move, sit, etc. in a lazy or relaxed manner.

3) make a third: to be a third party

I will appreciate it very much if you.....
I love 1t when....



No Signposts In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Para 18)



Paragraph 18:

1.

In all this great serenity of ocean it is seldom that we espy so much as another

ship; the jolly dolphins and the scratchy little flying-fish have the vast circle all to
themselves, ‘the Flying Fish, who has a part with the birds,” and doubtless are glad
to see the last of the monster which bears us into and out of sight.

1)

2)

3)
4)

9)

serenity: calmness, peacefulness, quietness
e.g. The serenity in the aftermath of the tornado was remarkable

His serenity calmed those around him.
espy: to catch sight of

e.g. Out of the corner of my eye, | espied the squirrel making another raid

on the bird feeder. TR M ) RICH BIFA R XA IR S 45
scratchy: making a scratching or a scraping noise.
flying- fish: These fish have large pectoral fins (ff%&)like parachutes ([&7%
<) which enable them to glide in the air for short flights after they have
thrust themselves from the water. They are found mainly in tropical or warm
seas.
the Flying fish, who has a part with the birds: The flying fish can glide in the
air for a short time, so they can fly just a bit like birds. This remark is in
quotation mark, indicating they are said by the Colonel, who knows birds
well.



Flying fish: large pectoral fins (&) which enable them to glide in the air
for short flights after they have thrust themselves from the water.




1. In all this great serenity of ocean it is seldom that we espy so much as another
ship; the jolly dolphins and the scratchy little flying-fish have the vast circle all to
themselves, ‘the Flying Fish, who has a part with the birds,” and doubtless are glad
to see the last of the monster which bears us into and out of sight. £ J 76 be 5 8 1K) ki L,
AT — M8 A R A R HHMEAS LB o X AR B R IR 6 s g )/ K a2 X ) R R E N
EATHE AR EE FATINEATHIE ARG R R PRI, X5 5 ) SRR N G E
TE TR
6) have the vast circle all to themselves: be able to use/enjoy sth. without others.

e.g When my parents went on a business trip, | had the house to myself.

7) to see the last of the monster which bears us into and out of sight: to see no
more the great, strange-looking ship which carries us into and out of the range of
their sight. Compared with the natural beauty of sea and sea birds, the huge man-
made ship looks like a monster. Such a remark reveals the narrator’s new attitude
towards the relationship between nature and modern civilization.

8) What contributes to the impressiveness of the scene?

serenity of the ocean jolly dolphins

scratchy little flying-fish---the monster have the vast circle all to themselves
into and out of sight

(use of specific words; contrastive description )



2. Our wake closes up and we might never have been.
When the track left in the water by our moving ship disappears, the sea is
peaceful and quiet again, as if we had never been there.

3. But it does happen from time to time that an island appears on the horizon,
nameless to us and full of mystery, the peak of a submarine mountain range, lonely,
unblemished, remote.

1) After the wake of our ship is closed, the sea is undisturbed again, but from time

to time an island appears on the horizon. This noun phrase ‘the peak of a
submarine mountain range, lonely, unblemished, remote. ’ is in apposition to the
word ‘1sland’. The three attributes ‘lonely, unblemished, remote’ all modify the
word ‘peak’.

2) submarine: being, living, used or carried on beneath the surface of the water,
especially of the sea.

3) lonely: without habitation, unvisited; solitary
4) unblemished: the perfection or beauty is not spoiled.
e.g. Nowadays, unblemished or even perfect faces are the rule on magazine covers
and billboards.

Apart from a parking fine ten years before, she had an unblemished driving record.
5) remote: far away from civilization, quiet and lonely.



4. Does one like islands because one unconsciously appropriates them, a small
manageable domain in a large unmanageable world?

1) appropriate: to take something for your own use, usually without permission:
e.g. He lost his job when he was found to have appropriated some of the
company's money.
He appropriated my unread newspapers and never returned them.

2) antithesis: a small manageable domain in a large unmanageable world
3) domain: territory under one government or ruler.

MIEE G, A ROV EAE LS Z MR 2 X A8 5 TR
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5. I cannot tell why it should give me such a queer sensation to reflect that that
Island has always been there (unless indeed it be no more than the work of the
patient coral) and will be there still, should I return to find it waiting for me.

1) queer sensation: strange feeling; strange awareness

2) | feel that that island had been there from time primeval, unless it is only a
coral reef formed more recently. If I should return, | would find the lonely
island still there, waiting for me.

3) That island has always been there...will be there, should | return to find it
waiting for me. Subjunctive mood: If I should return...

What is implied there?



6. It is the same sensation as | have experienced in looking at a photograph of, say,
some river valley of innermost China, and seen a boulder, and thought that if |
could find myself transported to that spot | could touch the reality of that particular
piece of rock...

1) When | see an island appearing on the horizon, my senses respond in the same
indescribable way as when | see a photo, for instance, a river valley of innermost
China, a large rock, and I think that if | could be moved suddenly to be at that spot,
| could actually touch that particular rock with my hands.

2) Here the narrator describes a close relationship between humans and nature. He
compares the island appearing on the horizon to a place like a river valley far inside
China. By a river valley in innermost China, the narrator might refer to the
picturesque hills and rivers, e.g. in Guilin or river gorges in Yunnan Province. They
are similar to the small island the narrator talks about in that they both are remote
and unspoiled by modern civilization.

3) boulder: a large stone or rock

4) transport: to carry from one place to another, especially over long distances.



6. It is there. For me, | could sit on that very boulder.

... to reflect that that island has always been there and will be there still,
should I return to find it waiting for me.... It is there. For me, | could sit on that
very boulder.

1) What does the tense imply here?
2) | could sit on that very boulder. (modal verb). What does it imply?



7. 1 explain myself badly, and it is not a sensation | could expect anyone save Laura
to understand, but of such incommunicable quirks is the private mind made up.

1) ...but of such incommunicable quirks is the private mind made up: inversion for
emphasis. The normal order should be: “The private mind 1s made up of such
incommunicable quirks.”, which means “The secret mind is made up of these
peculiar traits that are secretive, reserved, and that one finds difficult to
communicate to others. ”

2) incommunicative: not giving information readily, reserved

3) quirk: a strange habit or feature of someone’s character; peculiar trait.
e.g. The most annoying quirk of his is wearing a cap all the time.

fib e N BB PR BEIRE Rt 2 T 18 R S #0505 1
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(Paras 19-32)



1. BEUE A% 22 (precipitous bluffs); 2. &4k 1 2 (rise sheer); 3.
b AR 47 B9 HE (low-lying stretch with miles of...); 4.
T N 328 (no sign of habitation); 5. 1351 7 (bleached and
barren); 6. & NEEMAR. MHELLFZIT (forbidding and
unapproachable); 7. JGHAR] [2(present no mystery); 8.2 £ Ui
Bt (stern cliffs) ; 9. %471 1L ik (ranges of mountains);  10.
S AW 2B 1 1L & (peaks to be scaled); 11, R#EALER (FEYD)
(grow unravished); 12. IEEEF1H4 4 5 (among crags and
valleys); 13. JR R HAZ IR AL I HA % (play over the recesses of
one’s character); 14. 2K [l = ¥4 % (austere in the foreground);

15. 25 & F E LR IE B (nurture treasures of tenderness);  16.
5045 IR AE 2= (like a delicate flower)



1 A&, AEHE 20 €I RoK: 3 [ENeiiE . BB R
4. I NIKt; 5. € B2 Te— NHUHMR: 6. B BRI 7.
IRIEKY: 8. PSR A NER: 92577 NNEA RIS A
10. AEE . BA O, BAEE: 11 STMCR ANRIECE;
ORI 13, IR KIS TKFEAAR BRI




Revision:

1. fEELTHEHRE L, 2. F3: catchsightof;, 3. i ...; &.. . FEN;
4. 3N BRHIARZE; 5. AL, CHRIMEERE; unblemished 6. ANFIAGE

4 ... unconsciously appropriate sth. 7. . FEEE5; queer sensation 8.4NH]
SAERIER S PERI &Sk incommunicable quirks



Revision:

| cannot tell why it should give me such a queer sensation to reflect that that
Island has always been there and will be there still, should I return to find it
waiting for me.

But it does happen from time to time that an island appears on the horizon,
nameless to us and full of mystery, the peak of a submarine mountain range,
lonely, unblemished, remote.



Paragraph 19:

1. Well, theislands. I divert myself by inventing the life upon them, and am
amused to find my imagination always turning toward the idyllic.

1) Paraphrase: Now let’s come back to the islands. I’'m amused to find my
Imagination always leads me to fabricate the life on the islands as pleasing,
simple and picturesque.

2) *divert oneself: amuse oneself
e.g. How otherwise can we divert ourselves? F4 138G 4 I HITH B Ve ?

*divert one’s attention: turn one’s attention away from...
e.g. She dished up the anti-pollution business to divert the attention of the
public. # 3B 1EV5 BB F G AT 170 B2 DUERRS 22 ARV

3) invent: to think up; devise; fabricate in the mind



2. This i1s the new Edmund Carr with a vengeance.
1) Paraphrase: Here | am born anew, completely different from the past,
changed excessively or to an unusual extent.
2) with a vengeance: to a high degree, excessively
e.g. The wind was blowing the whole night with a vengeance.
He's been working with a vengeance over the past few weeks to make
up for the lost time.

3. If we have seen a skiff sailing close in shore, | follow the fisherman as he
beaches his craft in the little cove and gives a cry like a sea bird to announce his
coming.

1) Paraphrase: If we have spotted a small boat, in my imagination | follow the
fisherman as he grounds his boat on the beach in the cove and gives a cry like
a sea bird to tell his wife that he has come back from the sea.

2) skiff: a small light boat

3) cove: part of the coast where the land bends around, partly enclosing the sea
so the shore is protected



3. His woman meets him; they are young, and their skins of a golden-brown;
she takes his catch from him. In their plaited hut there is nothing but
health and love.

1) Paraphrase: | imagine that his wife comes out of home to meet him;
they are Xoung, and their skins of a golden-brown; she takes the fish he
has caught from him. Their interwoven hut is full of health and love.

22_ Here in these sentences the narrator is inventing the life of the
Isherman and his wife.

3) plaited: interwoven 3 & 4 i )

4% ...gothing but health and love. Why are health and love highlighted
ere”



Para 20-25
1. One night we passed two islands, steeply humped against faint reflected
moonlight; and on each of them, high up, shone a steady yellow gleam.

1) Paraphrase: One night we passed two islands with high rounded
shapes in the dim moonlight reflected by the sea.

2) hump: to form a large round shape that rises above the surface of the

ground or water. fifi[fE#E, A8 AL SR
FEWE K ST ) BB i H B IE T, Vg 5 I H BEUE i Se e B RE R .



2. ‘Not lighthouses,’ I said to Laura. ‘Villages’
3. We gazed, as the ship slid by and the humps receded into the darkness and even
the lights were obscured by the shoulder of a hill, never to be seen by us again.

1) Paraphrase: We looked at the two islands for a long time as the ship moved
smoothly by and the steeply rounded islands moved backward and disappeared into
the darkness, and even the lights were blocked by the shoulder of a hill, and thus
we could never see them again.

2) recede: to move backward
3) obscure: to prevent something from being seen or heard clearly
e.g. The stars are obscured by the clouds.
The big elm tree obscures our view of the valley.

4) shoulder: a rounded part of a mountain just below the top 11/

EAVE B BNE, B XN CHEIA G AR, &5 6 IEE TS E B d K
KE—F BT, &5 EAINEARE —AN LA E4E, KRG F RTHIH K
To



4. So peaceful and secret; so self-contained. % 4 i IR X Eafik

It is an elliptical sentence with ‘the two villages are’ omitted. All these attributes
are opposite to the troubled landmasses.

1) self-contained: showing self-command or control; having within oneself or itself
that is all necessary; self-sufficient. 7.1, BIGHI JIERE S BY; IR UTHY
e.g. The apartment is small, but completely self-contained, with its own
bathroom, kitchen, and living area.

She's very self-contained and isn't at all worried about moving to a big city
where she won't know anybody.



5. One of the ship’s officers joined us, off duty.

6. ‘Yes,” he said, following our gaze. ‘One of them is a leper colony and the
other a penal settlement. ’

1) As they are admiring the two villages, the ship’s officer tells them one
of the villages is an isolated settlement inhabited by lepers and the other
Is for convicts.

2) colony: a particular group of people or the place where they live.
e.g. an artist’s colony, a leper colony
3) penal settlement: an isolated community of convicts



7. God is there no escape from suffering and sin?

1) Even now when we are sailing on the peaceful sea, far away from the
landmasses of the troubled world, you will still find signs of suffering and
punishment. The leper colony refers to suffering while the penal settlement refers to
sin. In his imagination the narrator has romanticized the two lonely spots (so
peaceful and secret; so self-contained), and now he is shocked to hear the truth, and

his imagination is shattered by harsh reality.

2) ‘Suffering and sin’ are an instance of alliteration.



Para 26: Pleasure in watching the sunset for the green flash.

1. Laura and | amuse ourselves by watching for the green flash which comes at
the instant the sun disappears below the line of the horizon.

Note the use of the phrase ‘watching for’, not just ‘watching’ because the green
flash does not appear every time the sun sets. They have to watch and wait for it to
happen.




2. This does not happen every day, for the sky must be entirely clear of cloud and clouds
seem very liable to gather along the path of the setting sun, but we are as pleased as children
when our game succeeds. XFEE A ZRFRARGER 2, A AARTEA LA
ReE R, =R BN E H g RIE R .

1) Itis said that only under certain conditions does the green light come—the sky
must be clear with good visibility; humidity of the air should be low; there

must be no cloud or mist in the sky.
It does not happen every day because clouds seem very likely to gather along
the path of the setting sun. But wherever the green flash appears, we are as
delighted as children when our game succeeds.

2) liable: to be likely to do or say something or to believe in a particular way,
especially because of a fault or natural tendency

3) flash: a bright light that shines for a short time and then stops shining.



3. Laura claps her hands. Only a second does it last, that streak of green light;
we walit for it while the red ball, cut in half as though by a knife, sinks to its
daily doom.

1) Paraphrase: The green flash only lasts a second; we wait for it
while the sun, like a red ball cut in half as though by a knife, sinks
below the horizon.

2) This sentence is inverted because it begins with ‘only’ for emphasis.

e.g. Only then did I notice that his face had turned pale and he was
about to faint.

3) streak: a sudden flash of ...

4) ‘cut in half as though by a knife’—past participle, functioning as
attributive, modifying ‘the red ball’. ‘red ball ’ is a metaphor.

5) sink to its daily doom: goes down to where it is destined to go every
day.
AiEZOG— N & 248 H B )H15 2 AL



 Stages of a green flash



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Inferior_Mirage_green_flash.jpg

4. Then come the twilight colours of sea and heaven (we have discovered the fallacy of
saying that darkness falls suddenly in these latitudes, at any rate on sea level), the
winepink width of water merging into lawns of aquamarine, and the sky a tender palette
of pink and blue. But the green flash is our chief delight.

1)

2)

3)

Paraphrase: After the sun goes down, the sea and sky turn into twilight
colour (we have found that it is erroneous to say that darkness falls
suddenly in these latitudes ); the wide expanse of winepink waters are
mixed with strips of bluish-green waters like lawns, and the sky becomes
a palette of soft pink and blue colours.

%%7%‘-“1-)/17%@] /@Iﬂ?‘j?t\;.—tbjj iju"‘)’il T IT éﬁ%@ (ﬁ/\”ﬁ /é'—&ﬁ‘% é%

FoRagsm b, REEZRw AL RWEE, RAKINEAHE

Ké%wg:é/]), R E )BT BTET TR T f—iki}&}f: eI RN
TR T —3hFEFG XL EAE EE EMR.

Transferred epithet



4. Then come the twilight colours of sea and heaven (we have discovered the fallacy of
saying that darkness falls suddenly in these latitudes, at any rate on sea level), the
winepink width of water merging into lawns of aquamarine, and the sky a tender palette
of pink and blue. But the green flash is our chief delight.

1) twilight: the diffused light from the sky when the sun is below the horizon
=,
2) sea and heaven: the sea and the sky.
3) fallacy: a false idea or belief, especially one a lot of people believe is true.
e.g. It is a common fallacy that economic growth has to be achieved at the
expense of the environment.

4) lawns: The word ‘lawns’ is used metaphorically, meaning wide strips of
bluish-green waters like lawns.

5) acquamarine: bluish-green

6) tender palette of pink and blue: a palette is a board on which an artist
mixes his paints. Here it is a metaphor, meaning the sky is like a palette of
soft pink and blue colours. The adjective ‘tender’ is a transferred epithet,
which actually modifies pink and blue colours



Para 27-32: Talking about the colour

1. Créme de Menthe,’ says Laura. {5 fuf & JH

(French) a sweet liqueur, usually green in colour, flavoured with mint.
Laura compares the flash to crene de menthe, revealing her upper-class
taste.

2. ‘Jade, ’ I say.
3. ‘Emerald,’ says Laura. ‘Jade is too opaque.’

Laura corrects Carr, saying it’s more suitable to say the colour is emerald
(G531 for jade is too thick to see through.

opaque: not able to be seen through A4~i% B 1]
e.g. The window Is made of opaque glass.

4. ‘Vicious viridian,’ I say, not to be outdone.
Alliteration, very intense bluish-green.



5. “You always did lose yourself in the pleasure of words, Edmund. Say green
as jealousy and be done with it.’

1) Paraphrase: You were always absorbed by the pleasure of words. You
always enjoyed playing with words so much that you noticed nothing else.
| suggest you say the light is green as jealousy and then we will finish this

game on words.

2) green as jealousy: very jealous
Now Laura 1s joking about Edmund Carr’s love of words and the phrase

‘vicious viridian’

6. ‘I have never known the meaning of jealousy.’
| have never been jealous. In fact what he says here is not true. In

Paragraph 5, Carr describes how swimming in the pool at night affects
him. Only then does he discard all human frailties to have become

incapable of envy, ambition, malice...



No Signposts In the Sea

Detailed Study
(Paras 33-34)



Para 33: Another change---everything in the warmth of the sun was to his
liking.

1. 1 am sorry to see the sun go, for one of the pleasures | have discovered is
the warmth of his touch on my skin. At home in London | never noticed the
weather, unless actually inconvenienced by fog or rain.

1) I have never noticed the weather, unless (I was) actually inconvenienced
by fog or rain.
At home I never noticed the weather unless fog or rain actually caused me
a problem.

2) Inconvenience:
e.g. All the residents have been inconvenienced by the road works.
| hope it won't inconvenience you to drive me to the station.

2. | had no temptation to take a flying holiday to the South and understood little
when people spoke or wrote of sunlight on white walls.

1) take a flying holiday: transferred epithet.



Paragraph 33:

3. Now the indolence of southern latitudes has captured me.
1) Paraphrase: Now the idleness and warmth of the places in the

South has captivated me.
2) indolence: (formal ) idleness, laziness

e.g. After a sudden burst of activity, the team lapsed back into

indolence. =RIA—FRIT iR 2 5, XA

BASCRE N 1 IR S

| was an indolent creature who could not imagine action.
3) capture: to captivate, charm, excite, attract.
e.g. The American drive to land a man on the Moon captured

the imagination/attention of the whole world.



Paragraph 33:

4. | like to see dusky men sitting about doing nothing. | like the
footfall of naked feet in the dust, silent as a cat passing.

1) dusky men: dark-skinned men

e.g. Gold earrings gleamed against her dusky cheeks. 4 & i1 B-

IAE Wbl 8 B TR N A O

2) Paraphrase: | like the footfall of naked feet in the dust, silent
as a cat passing: | like to hear the sound of footsteps made by bare
feet walking in the dust. It is as silent as a cat passing.



4. 1 like turning a corner from the shade of a house into the full torrid glare of an
open space.

1) ...into the full torrid glare of an open space: into the hot, dazzling brightness of
a space without any covering.

3) torrid: extremely hot.

She almost can tolerate any kind of torrid days. fih J1°F- & 2 52 5% G B ]
KA

HE XRG4 = A 5 R IBA RS R — 25 5 NAE R H IRURN A RO IR 1)
W b R



5. I put my hand on metal railings and snatch it away, burnt. But it is
seldom that | go ashore.

1) Paraphrase: What | have described all happens, but in fact | seldom go
ashore.

2) In this paragraph, the narrator uses the method of comparison to show
how much he has been changed by the trip on the sea.



Para 34: This part is the summary of his whole journey at sea. It’s not only a
physical journey, but also a life-changing journey, a spiritual journey to
the main character. He loves the long purposeless days in the sea
because the blue ocean gives him peace and calm of mind.

1. 1 would never have believed in the simple bliss of being, day after day,
at sea.

1) Subjunctive mood. If I had not taken this trip by ship, | would never
have believed in the simple but perfect happiness of this kind of life—a
life spent at sea day after day.

2) Dbliss: perfect happiness and enjoyment.
3) being: the state or fact of existing or living; existence or life.
4) alliteration

A R, KAKZETAER L — B3

o R AR XA F
ITFXisELEx é%ﬁﬁ%i%i%o



2. Our ports of call are few, and when they do occur | resent them.
1) port of call: a port that is a regular stop over for ships.
2) resent: to feel or show displeasure

3. I should like this empty existence to be prolonged beyond
calculation.

1) Paraphrase: | wish this idle voyage, without any worry or
suffering, could go on forever.

2) empty existence: an idle life with no practical problems of the
world to disturb or trouble a person.

3) prolong: to lengthen or extend in time or space.
4) beyond calculation: that cannot be calculated
e.g. beyond belief, beyond doubt, beyond recognition



4. In the ship’s library stands a large globe whose function so far as I am concerned
IS to reveal the proportion of ocean to the land masses of the troubled world the
Pacific alone dwarfs all the continents put together.

1) landmasses of the troubled world: In the narrator’s opinion, the

2)

3)

blue sea 1s peaceful, offering ‘the simple bliss of being’ while the
land 1s a troubled world with ‘suffering and sin.’

the pacific alone dwarfs all the continents put together: The
Pacific Ocean alone is much larger than all the continents
combined.

dwarf: to make small.

e.g. As China's income per head catches up, its economy will
soon dwarf those of its Asian neighbors.

b5 NI U HIE, BRI HEA AR H AL <R
[ AHE DL 4t



5. Blue, the colour of peace. And then I like all the small noises of a ship: the
faint creaking, as of the saddle leather to a horseman riding across turf, the slap
of a rope, the hiss of sudden spray.

Paraphrase: | like all the small noises of a ship: the weak creaking sound, like
the sound made by the saddle-leather to a horseman riding across a grass-
covered surface, the sound of a rope hitting something, the hissing sound made
by sudden spray of water.

Rhetorical device: onomatopoeia

FE T R B s - () e At ) By T R R R R M
28 R AT 7 LAAGIR A Gtk Ryl 7=



6. | have been exhilarated by two days of storm, but above all | love these
long purposeless days in which | shed all that | have ever been.

1) Paraphrase: A storm that has lasted two days has made me extremely excited and
happy, but above all, I love these idle days in which I throw off all the qualities,
perspectives, values and everything else that made me as what | was: | was born
anew.

2) exhilarate: fill with sublime emotion

e.g. This dangerous task did not defeat but exhilarate him.ix {4 & % ) 4F 55 A H
1A o 55 A S A AR A

3) shed: to get rid of (something unwanted)
e.g. *This method can help students shed inhibitions. iX — 77 7% Be #5 B 2 A 25 B3 i
* Can you shed any light on the situation? /R & B — X MBI 2
* It's too late to change your mind now and there is no point in
shedding tears. /RILAELNE £ 2 AR 1,1 Houeh O iE 2 =oAL
o



During the voyage (and how)

sentimental and sensitive; wants his fill of beauty before he dies, enjoys life; more
attention to common things —change of perspective.

(1) enjoy life and purification at night in the swimming pool alone and be free from
moral weaknesses;

(2) observe the sea by day or at night with Laura happily;

(3) associate the features of the coastline with the character of the people while
observing the coastline which tempts him to go into the innermost part of Laura.

(4) begin to be interested in such common things as the sea-birds which he did not
care about, begin to like the kind of people—Colonel

(5) long for and reflect on ordinary people’s life ; the description of the islands;
(6) Pleasure in watching the sunset for the green flash
(7) noticing the weather and enjoy the ordinary people’s life of leisure

(8) blue is the color of peace which represents Carr’s peace of mind—change of
perspective



He has changed his perspective toward life and set
himself free from worries in the world, free from the
people’s moral weaknesses, such as envy, ambition
and malice.




Edmund Carr: days on the earth are numbered

troubled land masses

“

CO

\

ntemporary world

e pandemic;

violence & conflicts;
energy Crisis;

fierce competition;
sin and suffering

/

health and love

serenity of the ocean

simple bliss of being

Reading a book;

Listening to music

Having a conversation with
yourself;

Enjoy the voluptuousness of
warm breeze;

Watching for the sunrise;
Doing sth.as is planned.

(0] (0] (0] (0]




Changes happen to the narrator

materialist

mentalist



Changes that happen to the narrator

He used to be dismissive, arrogant,
pragmatic and indifferent.

Now he Is sentimental, sensitive
and friendly.




Changes that happen to the narrator

He used to only care about political
affairs.

Now he cherishes the beauty of
the life and nature such as love,

friendship. He longs for a
purification.




The Theme of the No Signposts in the Sea

Cherish our lives

Appreciate the beauty
around us.

Enjoy our lives.
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